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The Board of Trustees for the Library has identified the need for sustainable, ongoing 
levy funding to replace one-time donation support from 2014. This will help avoid 
significant reductions in services and allow the library to better meet the its mission of 
lifelong learning, cultural literacy, and bringing the community together.

Why is the Library proposing this Levy increase?

The Ferguson Municipal Public Library District Board of Trustees have placed levy 
funding request on the April 3, 2018 ballot in Ferguson, MO. to increase the library levy 
by $0.18 per $100 assessed valuation over the current rate of $0.22, bringing it 
to $0.40. For example, owners of a house with market price of $50,000 will see their 
property taxes increase by about $17.00.

What is the library proposing?

April 3 

VOTE

2018

In 2014, the library received $450,000 in donation monies from local residents and other generous donors 
across the country. The library's Board of Trustees immediately made a plan to make sure every penny 
was accounted for and used in ways that would most efficiently improve the library’s long-term ability to be 
welcoming and responsive to patron needs.  

The library made improvements to the building that were a decade overdue, including installing automatic 
sliding front doors; installing new carpet; renovating the bathrooms; purchasing new library tables, chairs, 
and comfortable seating; replacing 20-year-old HVAC units; and upgrading sections of library shelving. 
Additionally, the library was able to replace and expand its aging computers, add a laptop lab, and add a 
SMARTboard to the auditorium space. This allowed the library to meet patrons’ growing needs for Internet 
access and training spaces. Beyond improvements to the physical space, the library utilized donation 
funds to hire a full-time programming and children’s librarian, radically improving the quality and 
responsiveness of our programming. 

the library received donations? What did the library do with that money?

The 2014 donations were a rare, unusual occurrence that cannot be duplicated. The library does 
fundraising each year and seeks out grants, but these are not a reliable funding source. As an unstable 
funding source, donations are used to add new services or to work on special projects generally outside of 
the library's abilities. Public libraries run on stable levy funding to serve their communities effectively. 
Core patron services will come and go if the library were to rely on donations to operate.

Why can't the library rely on more donations?
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How would Proposition L Affect my property taxes?

The Ferguson Library is not part of the St. Louis County Library (SLCL). Established as a municipal library 
in 1930, Ferguson residents voted in 1965 to keep their hometown public library as an independent 
community library, which could be more responsive to their needs. Residents enjoyed the library’s 
excellent level of personalized service and wanted to maintain local control of the library.

How does the ferguson library relate to the st. Louis County library?
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Based on the type of property owned and the 
value of the property, Proposition L would make 
the following adjustments on a yearly basis: 

No, the Ferguson Library is not a department of the City of Ferguson. In 1965 the Ferguson City Council 
ruled that the library, as a special district, was not a department of the City of Ferguson. This decision was 
certified by voters in April 1966, establishing the Ferguson Municipal Public Library District as a separate 
community organization. The library has been an independent organization and independently funded 
since this vote. As an independent taxing district serving the citizens of Ferguson, the library’s only 
connection with the City of Ferguson is that the Mayor appoints new members to the library’s Board of 
Trustees.The library does, however, enjoy a cooperative relationship with the City of Ferguson, including 
contracting for things like maintenance work and snow removal.

is the ferguson library part of the CIty of Ferguson?

The last library levy was set by voters in 1995, over 20 years ago.

When was the last time the library asked for a new tax rate?

No, the library will not close, but it will be forced to seek out ways to reduce operating costs. This means 
reducing staff, cutting operating hours, providing less programming, limiting the amount of books, movies, 
and other library materials the library purchases, and more. All patrons, like those who depend on the 
library for help in finding a job, completing homework, discovering their next favorite book, or learning a 
new skill, will be negatively impacted. The effect on the community of Ferguson as a whole will be 
significant.

If Proposition L Fails, will the Library Close?

To find your property’s valuation go to: 
https://revenue.stlouisco.com/IAS/index.htm

Have more questions? We're here to help! For more information: 
Call the library at 314-521-4820 or visit the library's website at ferguson.lib.mo.us/levy-fact-sheet-apr-3/


